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LEADER OF THE OBSERVER DELEGATION FROM AUSTRALIA
It is a great pleasure and honor to address the 33rd General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, and join colleagues in South East Asia and our host country Indonesia on this beautiful Lombok Island.   
The Assembly is taking place at a significant time for ASEAN and for Australia’s relations with ASEAN.  As it moves past its 45th birthday, ASEAN is continuing to make great progress towards regional cooperation—reflected in its historic adoption of the ASEAN Charter and by its commitment to secure an ‘ASEAN Community’ by 2015.  Our participation in this Assembly provides us with an opportunity to renew our friendships and to reaffirm the very valuable relationships and cooperation which Australia has with ASEAN.
We appreciate greatly the contribution which ASEAN has made to peace, regional cooperation and prosperity in Southeast Asia. Australia was the first country to establish a multilateral relationship with ASEAN—in 1974.  Australia’s commitment to ASEAN and its contribution to peace and prosperity has been re-emphasized by our accession to the ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in December 2005 and by the ‘Joint Declaration on the ASEAN–Australia Comprehensive Partnership’ which our countries signed in Manila on 1 August 2007. 
Our peoples and governments now share and develop a very wide range of common interests.  A highlight of our contemporary relationship was the signing of the ASEAN–Australia–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement at Hua Hin (in Thailand) on 27 February 2009.  At a time when all of our countries were grappling with the impact and aftermath of the global financial crisis, this agreement opened up a new basis for our relationship.  
In 2011, ASEAN’s total merchandise trade with Australia was worth almost A$70 billion—14.6 per cent of Australia’s total trade—and our trade in services was worth an additional $20 billion.  Our two-way investment relationship is now worth around $120 billion.  The new Agreement binds Australia closer together with the more than 600 million people in ASEAN and the ASEAN economies (now with a combined GDP of A$3.1 trillion).  It will make a major contribution to further reducing trade barriers, and will help underpin our peoples’ relationships and prosperity into the future.  
Trade and investment are one part of the comprehensive relationship between our governments and peoples.  Australia has welcomed the regular dialogues with our ASEAN neighbours through the ASEAN Post Ministerial Conferences.  We have valued highly the opportunity to be able to join as founding members the ASEAN Regional Forum, in 1994, and the East Asia Summit, inaugurated in December 2005 in Kuala Lumpur.
We look forward to the continuing evolution of regional cooperation, in which ASEAN has played such a crucial role.  We welcome the expansion of the membership of the East Asia Summit to include the United States and Russia.  We also welcome the advent of the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus Eight, which brings together the EAS countries—the 10 ASEAN members, Japan, China, Republic of Korea, India, Australia, New Zealand, the US and Russia.
We are committed to deepening our relations with ASEAN, and we acknowledge and are pleased that several new initiatives were announced by Prime Minister Gillard during the last East Asia Summit meeting, held in Bali in November 2011:
•
$24 million to combat infectious diseases in people and animals across the region—part of a $32 million commitment to combat pandemics announced at the fifth EAS in 2010; 
•
$1 million to support a disaster coordination secretariat in the ASEAN Humanitarian Assistance Centre in Jakarta; 
•
$8 million to the World Food Programme to improve emergency preparedness in the region; and
•
the hosting of two seminars exploring how East Asian cities can become more sustainable and adapt to climate change. 
These initiatives all help in us meeting the Millennium Development Goal targets by 2015. 
Our networks of bilateral and multilateral relations with ASEAN enable Australia to develop and advance the many interests we have in common—including a commitment to peace and security (pursued in many areas, including opposition to the spread of weapons of mass destruction, and support for the maintenance of maritime security) and the vital efforts underway to eliminate trafficking in people and the trade in narcotics.
In the past decade we have needed to expand our cooperation to oppose terrorism.  Australia and ASEAN have been able to develop valuable coordination of our efforts in this area through extensive bilateral cooperation and through avenues including the ASEAN–Australia Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism in July 2004; the Bali Ministerial Meeting on Counter-Terrorism, co-hosted by Australia and Indonesia in February 2004; and the dialogue on counter-terrorism and crime established between Australia and ASEAN Senior Officials in September 2004.
We are seeking to contribute to mutual understanding and tolerance among religions and cultures across the region through the Regional Interfaith Dialogue process.  All ASEAN members participate in the Dialogue along with East Timor, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Australia and New Zealand.  The Interfaith Dialogue brings together faith and community leaders from countries in the region to help empower moderates and underline the key role of faith and community leaders in bridging differences and building harmony in the region.
Aid continues to play a valuable role in both humanitarian assistance and in helping to build the infrastructure, institutions and skills which support further growth and poverty reduction. In 2012–13, Australia’s Official Development Assistance to developing ASEAN member states, including bilateral and regional programs, is expected to reach over A$1.1 billion.
Australia is also supporting the ambition to achieve the ‘ASEAN Economic Community’ by 2015. The current, second phase of the ASEAN–Australia Development Cooperation Program—$A57 million from 2008–15—is providing high level policy advice, research and implementation support to assist ASEAN in key areas of economic cooperation, including harmonization of standards, elimination of tariffs, and reduction of non-tariff barriers.
While cooperation between our governments proceeds, relations between our peoples are also being expanded and deepened.  Education is a key element in our cooperation:  we are glad to welcome over 109,000 students from ASEAN countries to study in Australia (2010 figures).  Australia awarded 1,284 scholarships to citizens of ASEAN countries in 2011 under the ‘Australia Awards’.  ASEAN countries have been a popular tourist destination for Australians for many years.  We also continue to welcome warmly visits from our neighbors  in ASEAN and note that Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia are forecast to be among Australia’s top ten source countries for tourism by 2020.
The rapidly growing interaction between our peoples underscores the importance of continuing dialogue and cooperation.  As ASEAN progresses through its fifth decade, we welcome warmly the opportunity you are providing for us to renew the communication between our parliaments.  We are confident that the relationship between Australia and ASEAN will continue to benefit our countries and peoples.
Thank you.
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